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The New Wardrobe at Broad Street Love Requests Casual Clothing Donations
for People Experiencing Homelessness in Philadelphia

(Philadelphia) — The Wardrobe and Broad Street Love announce a new partnership that
expands clothing services and invite the public to help by donating their casual clothing
for people experiencing housing insecurity in Philadelphia.

Thanks to a transformational grant from the Sarah Ralston Foundation, guests of Broad
Street Love can now access free casual clothing from The Wardrobe after their meal.
Since The Wardrobe began serving clients at Broad Street Love just a few weeks ago, the
partnership has outfitted more than 375 people and is urgently requesting donations
of casual men's and women’s clothing to meet the growing demand.

The public is asked to clean out their closets and donate t-shirts, athletic pants, shoes,
accessories, and new undergarments for both men and women. Donations can be
dropped off at The Wardrobe - 413 N 4th Street, Philadelphia, Monday-Saturday 11 a.m.-
6 p.m.

Sheri Cole, executive director of The Wardrobe, explains that The Wardrobe at Broad
Street Love, like all other Wardrobe sites throughout the region, offers high quality
clothing to meet the guests’ needs.

“But unlike our other sites, most guests just need casual clothing and we are running out
- especially for our male guests!” she says. “We are asking the public to stand up - like
they always do - and donate these items so we can keep our new location fully stocked.”

The Wardrobe at Broad Street Love leverages the strengths of both partner
organizations, offering a streamlined solution to meet the needs of the Philadelphia
community. And so far demand has been extraordinary!

Broad Street Love Chief Program Officer Dianne Johnson says, “The Wardrobe and Broad
Street Love share the belief that everyone - no matter their current circumstance or past
decisions - deserves to be treated with dignity and respect. At Broad Street, each person
is treated as a guest with personal food service and now we are able to ensure that
guests have the same attention drawn to their clothing needs.”

The partnership began when the two organizations met during COVID at a program
sponsored by The Pew Charitable Trusts and learned that Broad Street Love faced



challenges sourcing and storing appropriate clothing for their small clothing closet. At
the same time, The Wardrobe was facing capacity issues for the number of people who
just needed casual clothing for their everyday needs.

The Wardrobe had clothing and Broad Street Love had guests in need so the partnership
worked on paper, but it took the organizations a few years to find a partner who would
fund the new initiative. With support from the Sarah Ralston Foundation, the
organizations were able to pilot the new site which is currently open two days a week.
They are seeking additional funding to increase service days.

DONATIONS

The organizations are able to receive donations at any Wardrobe location: 4th and
Callowhill in Philadelphia, Upper Darby, Kennett Square, Norristown, but kindly ask that
clothing donors not drop off donations at Broad Street Love. Anything labeled “Broad
Street Love” will be prioritised for that location.

TO RECEIVE SERVICES

The Wardrobe at Broad Street Love is open during lunch services on Thursday and
Fridays, with advance signups on Wednesdays. If you or anyone you know needs clothing
support, reach out to The Wardrobe who can direct you to the appropriate location.

ABOUT BROAD STREET LOVE

Broad Street Love provides stabilizing services to individuals experiencing deep poverty.
It aims to meaningfully reduce the deep trauma and suffering caused by scarcity and
break the cycle of hardship, hunger, and housing insecurity in Philadelphia. Guests are
welcomed to receive a daily meal, mail service, personal care, support programs,
personalized guidance, and more — all located within Broad Street Love’s warm,
welcoming space on Broad Street in Center City. By offering Radical Hospitality to
neighbors in need, Broad Street Love creates connection and community, restores hope
and dignity, and increases security and self-sufficiency to hundreds every day. Learn
more at www.broadstreetlove.org.

ABOUT THE WARDROBE

For more than 30 years, The Wardrobe has focused on eliminating clothing insecurity,
empowering people for success, and curbing fashion waste. Whether someone needs an
outfit for work or everyday life or coaching to help them build their career, they receive
free support and STAR Treatment - Styling, Time, Advice, and Respect at The Wardrobe.
With six locations throughout the Philadelphia region, The Wardrobe supports 10,000
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people annually with the clothing, advice, and tools needed to move forward toward
independence and stability.

The Wardrobe believes clothing shouldn't be a barrier to success. The organization
works to eliminate clothing insecurity, which can mean not having anything to wear or
not having the right thing to wear.

The Wardrobes in Philadelphia, Delaware, Montgomery, and Chester counties provide a
high-end resale shopping experience for all. Clothing sales inspire change for The
Wardrobe participants by directly funding the programs. With new arrivals daily, any
shopper can find great deals on designer and contemporary clothing at over 70% off
retail prices.

Learn more about shopping, donating, services, and community partnerships at
wardrobepa.org.
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